
   

 

THE END IS NEAR! (I’M TALKING ABOUT WINTER) 
by Doug Riseden 

  

As the end of winter approaches, utilities need to prepare for the 

spring thaw (what our friends to the north refer to as “mud 

season”). This is the time when the ground begins to thaw, and 

causes buried water and wastewater pipes to move. This ground 

movement causes leaks of all kinds but especially water main 

breaks such as clear breaks, shear breaks, ringers and circle 

breaks. 

  

These are the easiest to repair if you have the correct repair clamp or coupling. Utility crews often 

use repair clamps with waffle-style gaskets for these kinds of repairs. They stop the leak but offer no 

deflection...and it’s this lack of deflection which causes the leak in the first place. 

 

Making a repair with a product that offers continuous deflection 
will prevent future breaks as the ground shifts. The HYMAX 
VERSA is specifically designed for this application. The VERSA 
is a 304 stainless steel product that offers 3 degrees of 
deflection on each end of the coupling. It can be used as a 
stab-on coupling right out of the box or opened up and used as 
a wrap-around repair clamp. The VERSA is two products in 
one, and ensures that crews will always have the correct repair 
product whether the pipe needs to be repaired or replaced. 

 
When it is necessary to replace sections of pipe, the original two-bolt HYMAX coupling is effective 

and proven. There are millions of them installed across the world! 

 

The HYMAX is a steel product so it is light and very easy to handle. The 

unique two to four top-facing bolts make it easier and safer to install. The 

position and reduced number of bolts helps eliminate the need for extensive 

under-pipe digging and allows for one person to make the repair himself, 

leading to reduced manpower and costs. It comes in sizes from 1½ to 60 

inches. It is a wide-range and a fully transitional coupling. It will fit 

everything you have in the ground! 

  

Best of luck as we approach the end of winter. Make sure that you are 

prepared and have plenty of HYMAX products by Krausz on your shelf. 
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